
Startas sneakers are arriving in France. The iconic brand, 
created almost 40 years ago in the Former Yugoslavia, will 
present its first models in spring 2013, right before 
Croatia’s E.U entry in July. 

These little canvas shoes are still hand-made with natural 
raw  materials. Recently  redesigned by  Mauro Massarotto, 
half Croatian half Italian designer, the sneakers are 
cheekily  vintage, and have an original twist to them. The 
removable bow-tie can be tied between the laces for 
special occasions. The first collection launched in France is 
urban, trendy, and goes from very classy to ultra-pop! 

The price: 50€ for the classic and 60€ for the models with 
suede toes. .

a wonderful story…

Manufactured in Vukovar,  martyr Croatian city, the Startas 
factory  survived the bombings and the fights that badly  hit 
this area.

Startas was born in 1976 in Vukovar. Originally  designed 
for Yugoslavian table tennis players, the brand quickly 
became an essential must-have during the 80’s. Indeed, 
the cool Balkan sneaker became the official sponsor of the 
Zagreb Universiade Games (Olympic Games for students) 
in 1987 where more than 120 countries were represented. 

This popular sneaker and its classic design have lived on, 
and kept going strong, even in the thick of the nationalist 
movements in Former Yugoslavia and the war that almost 
destroyed the Balkans
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Directly  inspired by  the Non-Aligned Movement,  the brand 
Startas is universal and stands for peace among nations.

Those who wear Startas sneakers know that they owe it 
to a story  of love and friendship.  Indeed, if the sneakers 
take off in France, it’s because the founder of Startas 
France, Jean-Baptiste Lafitte, fell in love with Croatia 
and the little canvas shoes during an exchange year.  He 
then decided to create a company  with his friend Léo Le 
Bevillon, who also was seduced by  the shoes and their 
story.

The founders of Startas France have taken every 
measure for this venture’s success, developing the brand 
with a selective approach: perfect quality, original design, 
customization, exclusivity. 

The sneakers will be sold on the website: www.startas-
shoes.com and in exclusive stores.

On the website, Leo and Jb have implemented their 
concept “Buy one give too”. For every pair of shoes 
sold,  they will donate 2€ to a humanitarian project 
chosen by the customer.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Startas.France  - 
Twitter: @StartasFrance    

The fruit of an 
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